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New 'Best State' Survey: See Where Ohio Ranks 
OHIO — The timeless debate of which of the 50 states is the most popular, and where Ohio ranks, 
continues with a recently conducted survey shedding new light on the subject. 
A "best state" survey conducted in March by YouGov, a London-based research data and analytics group, 
asked more than 1,200 Americans to choose the better of two states in a series of head-to-head matchups. 
Ohio was chosen 45 percent of the time it came up in the survey, ranking 33rd among the 50 states and 
District of Columbia. 
Hawaii, at 69 percent, won the highest percentage of matchups, earning bragging rights as the best state in 
the survey. The Aloha State was followed by Colorado (65 percent) and Virginia (64 percent) as the states 
chosen most often. 
States chosen the least often were Alabama and Mississippi, both at approximately 38 percent. But the 
District of Columbia, the only non-state option given to participants, was even less popular, getting the 
nod from only about 35 percent of the respondents who saw it in a matchup. 
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All respondents were given seven state matchups, and no one was given the same state twice, YouGov 
said in its survey methodology. 
The survey included no direction on how to choose between the states provided other than to pick which 
is better, leaving open a broad set of criteria for the participants to base their decisions. 
YouGov found the motto "home is where the heart is" rings true, in most cases. Americans chose their 
home state 77 percent of the time it was shown, and their current state of residence 79 percent. 

Ohio Facts 
AVERAGE STARTING SALARY  $37,569     #39 in the nation 
AVERAGE SALARY $61,406     #17  in the nation  
PER STUDENT SPENDING $12,699    #26 in the nation 
Fair School Funding' Praised In Education Budget, Other Parts In Need Of 
Second Look 
School administrators and teachers unions praised the inclusion of a public school funding formula as part 
of the proposed state budget, but see other areas that could be improved or even removed. 
The budget bill passed by the Ohio House this week includes folds in the funding bill that's been running 
through a House committee as a standalone bill, and which has been in the works for years. 
The six-year phase-in of the funding formula includes annual spending of nearly $2 billion per year, but 
places the burden of funding schools more directly on the state, and allows for more study of the true cost 
of individual districts to educate students. 
Melissa Cropper, president of the Ohio Federation of Teachers, said the group supported House Bill 1, the 
standalone school funding bill, but they are still evaluating the elements of it placed into the budget bill. 
Their motivation remains the same. 
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"Ohio children have already waited too long for a school funding formula that lives up the state's 
constitutional responsibility to fairly and fully fund local public schools," Cropper told Thursday's 
meeting of the Senate Primary and Secondary Education Committee, who is now reviewing the budget. 
Proposed education funding 
Traditional public school districts will see their funding computed using the combined base costs of 
teachers, student support, district leadership and accountability, building leadership and operations and 
athletic co-curricular activities. 
The Legislative Service Commission estimates the statewide average base cost per pupil will be $7,202. 



Regarding the EdChoice private school voucher program, direct state payments will be made, rather than 
under the current system, where deductions are taken from the public school district where the student is a 
resident. 
The use of public school funds to pay for a student's attendance at a private school has been a 
constant source of controversy, adding conflict to an already polarizing funding formula debate. 
EdChoice scholarship payments, along with payments to other state scholarship programs — the Autism 
Scholarship Program and the Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship Program — will cost the state an 
estimated total of $397.4 million in fiscal year 2022 and $424 million in fiscal year 2023, according to the 
LSC budget analysis. 
Economically disadvantaged students 
Among the many other parts of the education budget proposal, school administrators targeted funding for 
economically disadvantaged students as a point in need of improvement. 
Under the proposal for traditional public schools, the base amount per student for disadvantaged pupil 
impact aid (DPIA) will increase from $272 to $422, and student wellness and success (wraparound funds 
used for non-academic purposes) can be spent for "certain initiatives." 
But the requirement that districts partner with specific entities to decide on how the money should be 
spent was one of the issues Katie Johnson, of the Ohio Association of School Business Officials, said 
should be changed. 
"Instead, we believe that districts should be provided with the flexibility in determining how best to meet 
the needs of their students and with which entities they will partner in meeting those needs," Johnson told 
the Senate committee on Thursday. 
As it stands, DPIA plans would be decided in coordination with a board of alcohol, drug and mental 
health services, along with a member of an educational service center, community-based mental health 
treatment provider, local board of health, or other similar groups. 
Johnson also said the provision included in the budget that would prohibit the use of public transportation 
as a way for students to get to school should be removed, as it would "remove a resource that has been 
available to public schools since transportation was first mandated." 
"While, in a perfect world, we would like all students to have access to a yellow school bus, there are 
simply not enough yellow school buses or school bus drivers available to meet that demand," Johnson 
said. 
Computer science needs to go 
For some of the same accessibility and resource reasons, some education officials took issues with a 
provision of the proposed budget regarding computer science education. 
The budget orders the Ohio Department of Education to establish a committee to develop a state plan for 
primary and secondary computer science education, phasing in a requirement that all K-12 students have 
access to a course by the 2024-25 school year. 
Scott DiMauro, president of the Ohio Education Association, said this topic should be broken out of the 
budget discussion for its own standalone bill, because of the "many barriers to making this proposal a 
reality." 
DiMauro and Kevin Miller, executive director of the Buckeye Association of School Administrators, both 
expounded on the lack of funding and staffing that is needed to implement such a program in Ohio 
schools. 
DiMauro listed the barriers he saw for a statewide computer science implementation: "Adequate staffing 
and training, lack of resources to pay for the computers and software needed to participate in the program, 
broadband challenges and accessibility, (and) impacts on an already crowded curriculum." 
The proposal allows for online computer science courses from "educational providers" approved by the 
ODE, but DiMauro said this should be a rigorous process, with only non-profits accepted as providers of 
the courses. 
"No one should profit off the state's lack of resourcing to kids and local public schools," DiMauro said. 
To see a district-by-district list of state aid estimates under the proposed budget bill, click here. 
 


